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PATIENT ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION 

The Dust Barr is specially designed to carry out construction, renovation or maintenance procedures to 

ceiling mounted items in critically sensitive areas where minimising the spread of dust and airborne 

contaminants is a major consideration. It is particularly suited to repetitive maintenance duties such as 

cleaning ceiling mounted ventilation filters on patient wards, where airborne contamination is a 

growing concern for infection control professionals.  

The Dust Barr was designed in collaboration with an NHS trust to aid in minimising airborne aspergillus 

in critical areas. Aspergillus is a fungus whose air borne spores can cause serious infection in people with 

a weak immune system, damaged lungs, and/or allergies. Sources of high numbers of Aspergillus 

spores include air conditioning unit’s and hospital building projects. Aspergillus is suggested to grow on 

lint particles that become airborne from hospital linen and lodge in ceiling vents and light fittings. 

When the ceiling mounted item is cleaned the aspergillus particles become airborne contaminating the 

ward environment and potentially infecting patients. The Dust Barr assists the cleaning process by 

providing a physical barrier containing the airborne particles.   

Since its creation, the Dust Barr is now used for various maintenance projects. It has allowed work to be 

undertaken above the ceiling tiles with minimal dust particle contamination to patient environments.   

As such the Dust Barr is a maintenance aid that assists in the protection of patients, and facilities from 

airborne particle pollutants. 

The Dust Barr is a lightweight aluminum frame and platform, with PVC enclosure. It is raised to seal 

gently against the ceiling tiles with a flexible adjustable seal. Internally, the Dust Barr offers a closed 

environment for maintenance to be undertook, with steps and platform to reach the ceiling height and 

power supply for electricals.  

It therefore offers an innovative solution to patient environment protection during daily maintenance 

and selected refurbishment projects.  

Several demonstrations for NHS trusts have resulted in enthusiasm for the Dust Barr from responsible 

medical professionals, infection control managers, and front line maintenance departments. All of 

which have seen the benefit of such a product to patient well-being and maintenance cost efficiencies. 

Several trusts now rely on their Dust Barr as a regular cleaning and maintenance apparatus.  
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Unlike other environment containment solutions the DUST BARR reduces maintenance costs by 

providing:  

Productivity 

Practicality 

Flexibility 

Durability 

Sustainability  

 

PRODUCTIVITY 

As a mobile unit, the Dust Barr can be erected and lowered in seconds by one person only. This reduces 

set up costs from traditional solutions. Productivity per maintenance professional is increased with the 

use of this aid.  

 

PRACTICALITY 

The Dust Barr is cleaned and maintained with standard cleaning agents. Furthermore, it is supplied with 

an integrated working platform and electrical power cord supply for practical use during operation.  
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FLEXIBILITY  

In the certainty that the next healthcare maintenance or renovation will be different from the current 

project, the Dust Barr has been designed to be dynamic, and does not require the closure of areas to 

carry out maintenance.   

The Dust Barr is narrow enough to pass through an 800 mm wide door and can accommodate different 

ceiling heights up to three meters. It fits diverse environments and spaces with ease and reduces 

disruption to patients and medical practice.  

 

DURABILITY 

The Dust Barr’s durability provides long term return in savings on productivity, unlike other solutions 

the Dust Barr provides a virtual lifetime of use. It is manufactured with a powder coated aluminum 

frame, and flexible PVC enclosure. It is therefore sturdy and easily stored. 

As a company we offer a bespoke design, manufacture, supply, install, and after sales service in all 

fabrication projects we partake. As such the Dust Barr comes with professional engineering after sales 

support to guarantee our solution meets customer needs on a long term basis. 
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SUSTAINABILITY 

Unlike other solutions which require the repeated purchase of tents, the Dust Barr helps reduce landfill 

waste of plastic, wood and drywall accrued during maintenance projects. These repeat purchases can 

be financially and environmentally expensive during periods of repeat projects and daily maintenance. 

The Dust Barr does not require extensive renewal and its aluminum frame can be recycled at its lifetime 

end.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT DO OUR CUSTOMERS SAY?  

“I approached Caterform with the task of designing and manufacturing a means of accessing and 

maintaining ceilings/ceiling spaces and the elements associated with them within an acute hospital 

environment i.e. ventilation grilles, lighting etc.   

Caterform worked closely with myself and the Trusts Infection Prevention & Control Nurses from initial 

concept through the design phase to a working prototype demonstrated on-site, this in-depth process also 

included providing material samples for approval throughout the process.  

 The end result was a high quality product designed to meet the specific needs associated with maintaining 

out of reach elements within sensitive healthcare environments.  As a Trust, we have now purchased two 

Dust Barr units, one for both of our acute sites”  

Building Officer, Estates Department, Newcastle upon Tyne Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust, 2015 
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“Current Infection Prevention & Control Policies restrict access for maintenance to suspended ceilings in 

patient areas, to reduce the risk of airborne particles. We have found the Dust Barr’s a great asset in 

overcoming this issue. 

 They are easily maneuvered and quickly erected causing minimum disruption to Staff, Patients & Visitors 

whilst working in a live environment.” 

South Tyneside NHS Hospital, 2016 
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MORE INFORMATION & DEMONSTRATION  

For further information, or to arrange a demonstration please contact our dedicated team 

on 0191 262 1254. 
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HIS SPRING MEETING 2016: STAND 10 

We are pleased to announce our attendance at HIS Spring 

Conference 2016, in Birmingham, on 10th May.  

Unfortunately, our Dust Barr will not be on demonstration. 

However, our representatives will be present at stand 10 with lots of 

literature on the Dust Barr and its efficiencies, as well as a “Dust 

Barr in use” film.  

 

IPS ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2016: STAND 26 

We are also excited to announce our attendance at the 

Infection Prevention Society’s annual conference in Harrogate 2016! 

Our Dust Barr will be on demonstration at stand 26, from 26th 

to 28th September. 
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